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Issue 112



 

Issue 112 of The Oracle was compiled and edited by 

Gill Chapman  

 

Would you like to be part of the editorial team? No experience required, just basic IT skills 

and the ability to work to a deadline as part of a friendly, collaborative team.  

Please get in touch via email: oracle@occold.com  

 

The Oracle is a quarterly magazine published in March (Spring), June (Summer), September 

(Autumn) and December (Winter).   Deadlines for each edition are usually around the 20th 

of the preceding month 

 

All submissions for publication should be emailed to oracle@occold.com 

 

Use these settings in Word: 

Font: Calibri 14 

Narrow margins 

Paragraphs: no spacing 

No headers or footers 

 

Submit a word, small pdf or jpg file 

 

Guidance is on the village website www.occold.onesuffolk.net 

 

Revenue from advertising in The Oracle goes to ORAC, helping to fund maintenance and 

development of the Village Hall, playing field, playground and village green.  Our thanks go 

to Occold Primary school who are involved in printing the magazine. 

   

ORAC and St Michael’s  would like to thanks our local 

Morrison’s branch in Diss for their recent donations of 

items to support the Flower Festival, our coffee 

mornings and fundraising events, and for the paper for 

this edition of the Oracle.   

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this edition. 

 

Village Hall Bookings:        villagehall@occold.com  or  01379 678198 
  

 

mailto:oracle@occold.com
http://www.occold.onesuffolk.net/
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ORAC News 
What a summer we have had this year with record temperatures of over 40 degrees and no 
rain in our area for weeks on end.  Thanks goodness we have not experienced some of the 
tragedies we have seen elsewhere although the recent fire near Thorndon was rather close 
to home. 
 
In August ORAC held its Annual General Meeting and we said ‘goodbye’ to our Chairman of 
the last 7 years Dave Cox, our Treasurer Jim Deegan and committee members Sandra Cox, 
Anne Stainsby and Tina Marro. Our very grateful thanks are extended to them for all their 
hard work over the years and the contribution they have made to the village.    We wish them 
all well for the future. 
 
We now have a new committee made up of the remaining members, returning members and 
a number of newbies.  We look forward to working together positively with all groups within 
the village and making the Village Hall a hub of activity for us all.  Already there are a number 
of events planned for ORAC and other groups so please come along and give us your support.  
Any suggestions or ideas from anybody will be gratefully received. 
The new committee is as follows: 
Ted Hampson  Vice Chair   email:  orac.chairman@occold.com 
Gill Chapman  Treasurer email:  orac.treasurer@occold.com 
Carol Peters   Secretary     email:  orac.secretary@occold.com 
Nigel Woodhouse   Caroline Jones   Dan Hull 
Russell Grange  John Davis    Gordon Erhorn 
 
Our next meetings will be held on: 
Wednesday 14th September, 12th October, 9th November and 7th December 2022 
 

Upcoming village events:  
 
Friends of Occold School Quiz & Hog Roast Saturday 17th September 
 
ORAC Quiz night    Friday 23rd September 7.00pm, £8.00 per person 
including meal 
 
WI Harvest Supper Saturday 1st October 
 
Chocolate Bingo night, fun for the family,  Friday 2nd December 
 
Occold Christmas Dinner    Saturday 10th December 

 

mailto:orac.chairman@occold.com
mailto:orac.treasurer@occold.com
mailto:orac.secretary@occold.com
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OCCOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Occold has 9 Parish Councillors. If you wish to raise any matters concerning the village, you 
can do so by attending a Parish Council meeting dates of which are posted on the Parish 
Website and on the Parish Council noticeboard, or by directly contacting one of the 
councillors or the parish clerk.  
 
Chair:  Colin Cripps   01379 672945 
VC: Kevin Chittock   01379 678464 
Michelle Grange    
Stephen Hubner    
Andrew Duggett 
Tim Weller 
Heidi Stone 
Angela Hall 
 
Clerk: Joy Hart    01359 408759  parishcouncil@occold.com 
 
Representatives from Suffolk CC are 
Andrew Stringer 
Peter Gould 
 

 
 

mailto:parishcouncil@occold.com
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Occold Parish Council – What’s Happening? 

Departures and Arrivals - Since the Spring edition of The Oracle, Occold Parish Council has 

said farewell and thanks to Cllr Jill Crouch who has moved from the village. With newly co-

opted Cllrs Heidi Stone and Angela Hall having been welcomed to the Council in recent 

months, all positions are now filled. 

Places to Perch and Ponder 

- A bench to commemorate 

Tom Rivett’s life and 

commitment to the village 

was unveiled by his wife 

Ellie, joined by relatives and 

friends from the Occold 

community. Both Tom’s 

bench on the village green 

and that dedicated to the 

memory of Brian Hull at the 

village hall were funded by 

the Parish Council to mark 

the valued contributions of 

two affectionately 

remembered villagers.  

 

 

Ellie Rivett, pictured with Parish Councillors at the unveiling ceremony of the bench for 

her late husband, Tom. 

Road Safety - The Parish Council has taken steps - within the limits of its remit - to promote 

legal and safe use of village roads. Our first Speed Indicator Device (SID I) has valiantly 

alerted drivers to their speed for several years, acknowledging those who respect the limit 

and, sadly, also logging speeds well in excess of 50 MPH. The Parish Council has purchased 

and installed an additional device. SID II is enhanced by displaying the speed limit as well as 

the actual speed of vehicles approaching it. As well as their usefulness as a visual reminder 

to motorists, both SIDs collect data which supports the Parish Council’s case for further 

road safety measures. This includes a review of safety adjacent to Occold Primary School, 

which it is strenuously progressing with Suffolk County Council. 

Other road safety activities the Parish Council has been engaged with; protecting our village 

vehicle weight restriction, the Lorry Watch Scheme will train volunteers to identify and 

refer potentially overweight vehicles to the authorities for further enquiries.  
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Occold now has two 

designated Quiet Lanes, along 

Redlingfield Road and Bulls Hall 

Road. The intention of a Quiet 

Lane is to promote the 

highway for pedestrian and 

other non-motor vehicular use.  

The Parish Council have 

scheduled the temporary citing 

of an Automatic Number Plate 

Recognition (ANPR – or ‘speed 

camera’) device in the village. 

Like a SID, ANPR detects the 

speed of approaching vehicles, 

however it also registers the 

details of vehicles exceeding 

the speed limit as evidence for 

police action.  

Signage at the eastern entry to Bulls Hall Road Quiet Lane.  

Neighbourhood Plan -To preserve the rural character of our village from over-development 

in the future the Parish Council is devoting energy to proposing the adoption of a 

Neighbourhood Plan. This is an ambitious undertaking for a small village but would provide 

a firm legal basis on which to challenge planning applications which might otherwise see 

our village grow into a small town. The Parish Council will be seeking the views of everyone 

in the village to progress the proposal.  

Dog Waste - From time to time the Parish Council is made aware of dog waste littering. 

Whilst it has no powers to deal with inconsiderate dog owners, it has installed two 

additional dog poo bins: one at the junction of Church Street and Church Lane and the 

other in Barrick Lane at its junction with footpath 18 (leading to the rear of the village hall).  

 

You can find information about the Parish Council, including agendas and minutes of all 

business on the village website: http://occold.onesuffolk.net/organisations/parish-council 

or posted on the noticeboard on the Village Green. 

If you think there’s something the Parish Council can help with, don’t hesitate to contact 

one of the Parish Councillors or the Parish Clerk. 

 

http://occold.onesuffolk.net/organisations/parish-council
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Friday 23rd September 2022 

Occold Village Fun Quiz Night 
 Occold Village Hall,  Doors open 7.00pm, eyes down 7.30pm 

Teams of up to 6 per table 

Tickets £8.00 including supper – Sausage & mash or Walnut & Cheese 
loaf with mash (Veggie option please book if required, contains nuts) + 

Onion or plain gravy 

Bar will be open 

Tickets available from  

Sara (07841128913 / sara.hampson1@btinternet.com 
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Redlingfield and Occold WI Summer Trip 2022 

This summer our WI trip was to Sutton Hoo.  It was a bright sunny day in June and 3 car 

loads of us set off for the famous Anglo-Saxon site by the Deben estuary.  Most of us had 

seen the film ‘The Dig’ based on the events of the 1939 excavation of Sutton Hoo staring 

Carey Mulligan and Ralph Fiennes and had also visited the historical site in the past, but we 

were all interested in learning more about this re-known Suffolk site and the amazing 

artefacts that were found there.  Some of our members had also known Basil Brown, the 

local self-taught archaeologist that Edith Pretty hired to tackle the excavation of the large 

burial mounds on her estate.   

The site is now owned and managed by the National Trust and we were fortunate to have 

also booked a guide for the visit.  He was a font of knowledge and kept us enthralled with 

information about the history of the Anglo-Saxon kings and kingdoms and their rituals and 

lifestyle.  Having our guide we were able to enter the burial site itself and walk among the 

mounds rather than being cordoned off on the public route.  We stood on top of the King’s 

Mound that had contained the burial ship and saw the Horseman’s Mound, the only 2 

mounds that escaped being robbed in later centuries, thus revealing their wonderful 

treasures. 

 

 

After our tour we returned to the visitor’s centre and enjoyed a cuppa and snack lunch 

while the heavens opened outside!   How lucky we were!  We were then booked into the 

Exhibition Hall where we were able to view many of the stunning artefacts that were found 

and read about  how they were produced and constructed.  We are fortunate to have this 

amazing site on our doorstep, providing one of the riches sources of archaeological 
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evidence for this period in the history of England’s development.  All in all, an interesting 

and educational day for us all. 

                             

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Recipe for Lemonade 

One sip of this and I am transported back to 

childhood summers. This recipe was handed 

down from my Grandmother….its basic but 

on a cool day hits the spot! 

Ingredients 

5 lemons 

1 ½ lbs granulated sugar 

1pint boiling water 

½ ounce citric acid 

Thinly pare the lemons (no white) and in a 

large bowl pour the boiling water onto the 

peel. Add the sugar and juice of the lemons. 

Stir until the sugar dissolves. Steep overnight 

and strain. Stir in the citric acid. Bottle and 

store in fridge. To serve add still or sparkling 

water, ice cubes and a slice of lemon or lime. 

Sara Hampson 
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On 9th of September we have soul singer Dominic Uppiah performing. 
In October we are planning an October fest or ‘Beaky’ fest, so book the 8th October in your diaries. Plenty 
of fun and games to be had. Lederhosen and ladies traditional costumes not compulsory… but would make 
the evening much more fun!  We have local musicians but have not yet decided on a name for the oompah 
band, will let you know if we have time. 
 
Also it will be 5 yrs on the 1st of September since we first opened our doors and we would like to thank 
those of you in the village that support the pub. 
 

 

‘C’mon the Occold!’    NEWS FROM OCOLD FOOTBALL CLUB 

The football season has begun again and the Occold Saturday team have already played a 

number of friendly matches.  They have been hot matches on hard pitches this summer but 

have started to get our fitness levels up in time for the start of the league season. 

On the 7th August we had our President’s cup match over at our pitch at Worlingworth.  

There was a great mix of players from the Saturday, Sunday and Veterans teams forming 2 

teams to play against each other.  It was a bit warm but a fun afternoon with 7 good goals 

to enjoy altogether.  After we rocked up to the Beaky for a barbeque of the field and a few 

cold beers from the pub.  Thanks to Chris and Peter & Leigh for this. Below are some of the 

fixtures for the coming season.   We are always looking for new players to join our teams so 

please contact us if you are interested.   Our Sunday team plays it’s home matches at 

Hartismere High School and our Saturdays, Veterans and Under 14 Youth teams play at 

Worlingworth Community field.  Sadly our own field is not big enough for a full sized pitch. 

What’s on at the Beaky
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Anyone interested in coming along to the matches to support or even to join one of the 

teams please contact Nigel (Woody) on 07963811683 or Jimbo on 07541620353.  

 

Members of Occold FC with the President’s Cup 

Worlingworth Community Centre Hartismere High School 

  

Under 14s      KO  10.30am  Saturday team       KO  
2.30pm   

Sunday Team        10.30am 

H 10/9/22  Occold vs 
Kesgrave Kestrels 

H  3/9/22 Occold vs East 
Bergholt 

H 4/9/22 Occold vs Bedricks 
Worth FC 

A  Cup 17/9/22 Wickham 
Market (White) vs Occold 

H  10/9/22  Occold vs 
Achillies FC 

H 11/9/22 Occold vs Baltic 
Utd 

A  24/9/22 Framlingham 
Town v Occold 

A  17/9/22  Claydon FC vs 
Occold 

A 25/9/22 Godolphin FC vs 
Occold 

A 8/10/22 Elmswell vs 
Occold 

H  24/9/22  Occold vs 
Ipswich Wanderers 

H 2/10/22 Occold vs Mellis 
FC 

A 15/10/22 Wickham 
Market (Blue) vs Occold 

H  1/10/22  Occold vs 
Haughley Utd 

H 23/10/22 Occold vs 
Howards FC 

H 5/11/22 Occold v 
Hadleigh 

A  8/10/22 Needham 
Market Phoenix vs Occold 

A 30/10/22 Lark Rovers FC 
vs Occold 

H 19/11/22 Occold vs 
Ipswich Valley Rangers 

A 15/10/22 AFC Kesgrave 
Reserves v Occold 

H 6/11/22 Occold vs 
Elmswell Athletic FC 

H 26/11/22 Occold vs 
Debenham 

A 22/10/22 Bacton Utd vs 
Occold 

H 20/11/22 Occold vs 
Moreton Hall Ferals 

H 10/12/22 Occold vs 
Wickham Market (Blue) 

H 29/10/22 Occold vs 
Trimley Red Devils  

A 27/11/22 Bedricks Worth 
FC vs Occold 

H  07/1/23 Occold vs 
Sporting 87 Sigma 

A 5/11/22 Normanston 
Magpies vs Occold    

H 4/12/22 Occold vs Barrow 
FC 

H 14/1/23 Occold vs 
Framlingham Town 

 A 11/12/22 Howards FC vs 
Occold 
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Tim Bloomfield 

  

Painter and Decorator  

2 Ash Tree Close  

Occold, Eye  

IP23 7LD  

01379 678638         Mobile 07708644135 
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UNDER ONE ROOF  

MARK BANCROFT PAVING SERVICES  

 

Specialist in all types of paving and hard landscaping. Driveways, Patios, 

Ornamental Garden walls, Water features, Drainage, and Fencing. 

Family run business with over 20 years of on-the-job experience 

Fast friendly professional service 

Fully insured and all work guaranteed 

Call Mark for a friendly visit and free quotation 
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Redlingfield & Occold WI - Celebrating 100 years  
 

           60th                            70th                            80th 

            

Our WI was formed in Redlingfield by a Mrs Janet Risk from Scotland, the meetings were 

organized by a Miss Howlet and a Miss Black and held in villagers’ houses.   

 

Miss Barbara Carter  a founder member given a presentation 

when she left to join Framlingham WI in the mid 1980’s   

 

When the WI began to recruit more members and held its meeting in Occold school it 

changed its name to Redlingfield and Occold WI. It is now held in Occold Village Hall and 

comprises of over twenty members. It has always been an active WI taking part in lots of 

village events outing and much more. 

                                                     Sailing the Orwell then and now 
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WI rounders team in the early 1980’s and the more sedate darts team of the 2020’s 

                     

                                                

When the village held yearly fetes with floats as 

one of the main attractions the WI always 

entered; these are only a few of them. Although 

hard work everyone had lots of fun on the day. 

 

Our Centenary is upon us and we are celebrating 

with an afternoon tea, but we have a list of tasks 

to mark this momentous year in our WI Life.  

Our challenge is to collect or do things in the 

hundreds   ----------------- 

‘100 Things’ 

Jars of jam                                                 

Make in bodies 100 aerial picture 

Swim 100 Lengths of a pool                     

Patchwork squares 

Cycle 100 miles                                           

Flower arrangements 

Spot 100 birds                                            Pots of wild flowers 

Grow 100 fruit and veg                             Make 100 cards 

In all there are twenty-three challenges to complete by August 2023 
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Repairs, Servicing & MOTs to all Makes of Cars & Light Commercial Vehicles 

(Including Hybrid & Electrical Vehicles) 

Tyres, Exhausts & Batteries @ Competitive Prices 

Diagnostics to all Management Systems 

Air Con Servicing and Repairs 

24Hour Accident Recovery & Breakdown Service 

Free Local Collection and Delivery 

Courtesy Cars Available 

All Work Guaranteed 

 

 

 

Camp Green, Kenton Road, Debenham, Suffolk IP14 6LA 

Telephone: 01728 860597.  Email: michael@debenhamgarage.co.uk 



16 
  

 
 
 

Calling all book lovers. Occold has an active and very welcoming, friendly book club. We meet 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Beaconsfield Arms. Recently we have read 
and discussed The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes, Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman, 
Town called Alice by Nevil Shute, The Keeper of Secrets by Sally Page and Blue Lightening by 
Anne Cleeves. We discuss the book and score it out of 10. Our most recent book, A Town 
called Alice, scored highly and we all enjoyed the book. It was brought to life by Gill showing 
us a map of Queensland and photos of the Australian Outback which had changed little over 
the years. Not all members enjoy every book and there is no compulsion to finish the book. 
The books are chosen by the whole group and we try to vary the genre. This month we are 
reading This Much is True, Miriam Margolyes autobiography. The reviews are very good - 
wickedly hilarious, superb…a joy from start to finish, delicious and delightful- we’ll see if we 
agree on the 6th September. I’ve certainly read books that I wouldn’t have chosen if I didn’t 
go to book club and I’ve enjoyed most of them. Come and join us on the 7th, no need to book 
in just turn up. 
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

News from St Michael and All Angels 
 
Firstly a huge thank you to all the volunteers who arranged flowers, baked cakes, provided produce and 
manned stalls at the Flower Festival on 20 and 21 August.  Thank you also to all those who attended.  We 
raised over £1,100 for funds to cover the running costs of the church, which is just under 10% of the annual 
costs, so a very welcome contribution. 
 
The next event will be a pudding and wine evening, taking place in the late autumn, so please look out for 
more details, and posters in the village.  We have not held one of these events for a while, but they were 
most enjoyable when we did, so do come along.  It is informal, held in the church, and you can sample as 
many puddings as you like, until they run out (same applies to the wine!). 
 
Sunday services continue to be held on the second and fourth Sunday of each month, at 9:15 am, with 
refreshments served afterwards.  Thank you to the PCC members who kindly provide cakes, biscuits and 
coffee. 
 
Our Harvest Festival service will take place on Sunday 9th October and again details will be on posters at 
the church.  We are also intending to hold the usual service for a festival of readings and carols on 
Christmas Eve, from 6:30 pm, with mince pies and mulled wine served afterwards.  We would love to see 
as many people as possible then. 
 
Best wishes to all 
 
Stephen Hubner (678360) and Gill Richardson (01728 627916) 
Churchwardens 
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STOKE ASH GARDENING CLUB 2022 

MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER:  A talk on Autumn bulbs by John foster 

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER:  A talk on the Hare Preservation Trust by Sue 

Alderman 

MONDAY 28TH NOVEMBER:  AGM + Talk or Quiz    To be confirmed 

Meetings start at 7.30pm in Stoke Ash Village Hall. 

For more information contact Caroline on 10379 6788712 
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 

UKPower Network (power cuts etc) Call free on 105 or 08003163105 or text POWER and 

your postcode to  80876 

Anglian Water 

Supply problems or emergencies    0345 7145145 

Spotted a leak       0800 771881 

Essex & Suffolk Water 

Water Emergencies      0345 7820999 

Local Doctors Surgeries 

Eye Health Centre      01379 870689 

Debenham Health Centre     01728 860248 

Police 

Non urgent messages      101 

Crimestoppers       0800 555111      

Action Fraud  Frauds & Scams    0300 1232040 

(or Police on 101) 

Suffolk Waste Collections 

Helpline       01449 778678 

Recycling       0300 1234000 

Highways (pot holes, flooding etc) 

Emergencies       0345 6066171 

If on a trunk road (Highways England)    1235000 

Hospitals 

East Suffolk & North Essex (Ipswich)    014733 712233 

West Suffolk (Bury St Edmunds)    01284 713000 

Norfolk & Norwich      01603 286286 

Local Buses 

General Enquiries      0345 6066171 

Citizzens Advice Bureau 

Diss        0800 1448848 

Stowmarket       01449 676060 
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Dear Reader, 
 
In October 2023, we are climbing Mount Kilimanjaro; in aid of three charities close to 
our hearts; Tango2 Research Foundation, Sebby’s Gifts and Occold Primary School. 
  
The Tango2 Research Foundation funds vital research into this complex condition and 
Sebby’s Gifts is a charity that helps to buy vital equipment and therapies for children 
with Tango2. We would also like to raise funds for Occold Primary School to allow them 
to purchase some adaptive forest school equipment, so that all children, whatever their 
ability, can access and enjoy their forest school sessions. 
 

 
 

Over the next few months, we are planning several fundraising events in the hope of 
raising our target. A small percentage of the funds will go towards our venture, with the 
majority going to our chosen charities.  
 

We appreciate any support and would love to see you at our events 😊  
 

Amanda, Zoe & Nicky 
 

List of Upcoming events at Occold Village Hall: 
 

30th Sept – Soup 
Lunch 12-1pm 

             19th Nov – Quiz Night 

28th Oct – Soup Lunch 
12-1pm 

            25th Nov - Soup Lunch 12-1pm 

29th Oct – Halloween 
Party 

            30th Dec - Soup Lunch 12-1pm 
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St Michael’s Flower Guild  

A very enjoyable evening for our Celebration Garden 

Party was had in June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee. Daphne won our make a crown competition. 

 
By the time this magazine arrives on your door step, we 
will have been involved in the flower festival with many of 
our members taking part. I hope many of you came to see the fantastic displays .  
 
Our September meeting is on the 21st  Autumn Treats for the Garden with Ken Salmon  
 
October 19th  God Rest Ye Merry  with Linda Scoles  
 Both meetings start at 7.30pm in the Church  
 
All welcome visitors £4.00 a meeting  
Kate  
 

Occold Church Flower Festival. 
 

Occold Church Flower Festival, 
Yes, it really is next week! 
Containers and Oasis, 
Flowers sought, 
A display, we sure do seek! 
 
 
Drapes of many colours, 
Foliage from far and wide, 
All the time and effort, 
Talent’s about! 
So please don’t hide!!! 
 
Inspiration, will appear, 
Heatwave, will subside, 
Friendships made, old and new, 
Festival commences 
Just follow your guide! 
 
Judith Rivett August 2022. 
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Tom’s Bench. 
Tom Rivett’s bench was dedicated last month on a very sunny day. He would have been 
overwhelmed and touched deeply. We, his family are so delighted that he is being 
remembered in such a nice way. With a big thank you to the Parish Council and everyone 
involved, here are a few pictures of that day: 
 
 

                    
                         Elly unveiling the bench                                     Elly with members of the Parish Council      
                              
 

                                  
 

     Elly with Tom's cousin Cynthia and husband Derek,      Elly at the Beaconsfield Arms cutting the cake  
        daughters Judith and Edwina with husband Ian. 
 

        
 "I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a big thank    you to the Parish 
Council for bestowing the honour of 
erecting a bench in Tom’s memory. 
  
My thanks also to the Beaconsfield 
Arms for their excellent spread at the 
reception that followed. Also to Sheila 
for her super cakes.” 
                                                           Elly 

      Lovely cakes 
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Need help with your PC or Laptop? 

Friendly advice & lessons      Repairs & upgrades 
 

PC – Laptop – Tablet – TV         Windows – Web – Email 

New PC – Slow PC         Broadband - Home network – WiFi 

Anti-virus – Safety  – Backup       Cameras  – Printers 

Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint expert 

At your Home or Business 

No fix, no fee 

Phone Chris on 0757 069 5279 
Email: info@ubestree.co.uk 

Web: www.ubestree.co.uk 
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Repairs, Servicing & MOTs to all Makes of Cars & Light Commercial Vehicles 

(Including Hybrid & Electric Vehicles.) 

Tyres, Exhausts & Batteries @ Competitive Prices 

Diagnostics to all Management Systems 

Air Con Servicing and Repairs 

24h Accident Recovery & Breakdown Service 

Free Local Collection and Delivery 

Courtesy Cars Available 

All Work Guaranteed  

Camp Green, Kenton Road, Debenham, Suffolk. IP14 6LA 

Tel 01728 860597 email: michael@debenhamgarage.co.uk 

www.debenhamgarage.co.uk  

Orac Coffee Mornings 

First Monday in the month   9.30 – 12.00 

    Next dates: 5th September 

3rd October 

7th November 

5th December 

Come and enjoy home-made cakes, tea, 

coffee and good company 

 

http://www.debenhamgarage.co.uk/
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Nature notes                     Kate Burchell 

This month I thought I would share a piece written by Cathy Smith, from Suffolk Wildlife 

Trust. She visited our garden at the end of May and wrote a very flattering article for the 

SWT newsfeed. 

“ An extraordinary but ordinary garden. 

In the heart of mid Suffolk, a thoughtful approach by Kate and Dave have led to years of 

pleasure watching the wildlife respond to subtle changes they have made to their garden. 

An example for all to gain inspiration from, I am delighted to be invited for a tour of their 

garden. 

My first impressions are of a cared for garden, not entirely a wilderness, a tendered 

perennial border has been planted with flowers selected for their pollinator benefits. 

Nepeta, Scabiosa atropurpurea, verbena, hardy geraniums, alliums, Cirsium rivulare make a 

colourful display and as if to demonstrate their worth, bumblebees and hoverflies forage 

amongst them.  

Just beyond a newly wildflower meadow is taking shape, yellow rattle established to stem 

the vigour of grass, red clover and bird’s foot trefoil along with ox eye daisies an immediate 

crowd pleaser.  

Crafted from hard work, a wildlife pond is establishing, shallow edges for pond plants and to 

allow bathing by birds and hedgehogs safe exit. Kathryn describes how the dished surface of 

a rock creates a shallow pool ideal for bumblebees to drink from, this attention to detail 

evident throughout the garden. 

When it comes to solitary bee homes, observing which bee homes are occupied has helped 

understand the preferences of different species and tailor the homes to be the most 

desirable residencies possible. I listen attentively as Dave explains that the hairy footed 

flower bees and red mason bees choose larger 7mm holes, carpenter bees select the smaller 

3.5mm diameter holes and that bamboo canes and softwood is shunned for hard wood as it 

doesn’t splinter. 

When it comes to homes, the birds sometimes have different ideas to our own. Wrens took 

up residence in a bat box, mandarin ducks in the barn owl box and house sparrows in the 

swift box! All happily accommodated if not quite as intended. 

Hedgehogs are regular visitors, thankfully feasting on the kitten biscuits, and apparently 

somewhat less impressed by the proprietary hedgehog food. Along with other village 

residents, Kate’s Garden is a great place to be a hedgehog, a long pile, native hedges with a 

good dense base and long grasses, permeable boundaries and with an absence of pesticide 

use.  
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Bird feeders decorate a small tree within sight of the window and with binoculars at the 

ready, Kate has recorded 45 bird species in the four years or so of living here. She recounts 

how on one occasion of flock of field fares descended in noisy fashion to feast on the crab 

apples on two young trees, remaining they’re until the last was eaten. 

A shining light as a community champion too, Kate writes the Nature notes for her village 

newsletter, linked the Primary School with Suffolk Swift Group to get swift boxes put up and 

is working with other residents to help survey and manage the churchyard. A contributor to 

the newly formed village conservation and wildlife group, wildlife is certainly getting a 

helping hand in this village.  

Their take home message for me is that you notice more in your garden than when out for a 

walk even in a nature reserve, simply because you spend more time there, you aren’t just 

passing through. Everything seems a delight, from the scurrying of a bank vole, bumbling 

sexton beetles to watching bats at dusk.” 

Find out how your garden measures up and how to make a difference for Suffolk’s Wildlife 

where you live. 

Wildlife Gardening Survey | The Wildlife Trusts 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                          Now open every Monday 10am – 6pm.  

                      Enjoy 20% OFF all services every  

Monday for the FIRST year! 

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE UNTIL MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2020. 

 

Tuesday – Saturday New client discount  
20% OFF with Charlotte & Louise. 

 

 

 

 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday 10am – 6pm, Tuesday 11am – 8pm, Wednesday 9am – 8pm 

            Thursday 11am – 8pm, Friday 9am – 6pm, Saturday 8am – 3pm, Sunday closed 

 

2 Lambseth Street, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7AG 

01379 871996 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-gardening-survey
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Recycling brings in 

revenue benefitting the 

whole village AND the 

environment! 

 
 
Recycle newspapers, magazines, bottles and jars at the Village Hall 
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What a weekend!  Red, White and Blue throughout the village to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee.  With different styles of music in the Beaky, on the field and then in the 

hall, Rocking Foxes Record Hop on the Sunday took us back to the feel and music of the 

original celebrations in 1952 with swing, stroll and Rock n Roll.  The music of the period 

reflects the joy and optimism of the age and is perfect for a party or celebration.  DJ Crazy 

Nadge kept the pace and range of dance styles 

flowing smoothly with Sharon taking time out to 

teach a stroll along so anyone could join in.  The 

red, white and blue were reflected in the superb 

home-made cakes, no sign of post-war austerity 

there!  The theme was continued into the charity 

raffle for the British Heart Foundation with a range 

of prizes including a beautifully hand-made red 

white and blue flag/ribbon wreath donated by a 

talented regular dancer.  Having baked all morning, 

danced, organised and taught all afternoon Sharon and her “crew” of friendly, apparently 

random volunteers and helpers, along with all the dancers and visitors, were still full of life, 

energy and enthusiasm at the end of the afternoon.  Which just goes to show how the feel 

good factor from fun, friendliness and Rock n Roll can help keep us all fit and young at 

heart. 

The next Rocking Foxes Rock n Roll Record Hop in Occold is on Sunday 11th September 

2.00pm till 5.00pm at the Village Hall, £7 per person.  Will be good to see you there. 

Terri Andrews 
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The Churchyards - Nature Notes 

  
As was mentioned in the last edition of The Oracle, we have embarked upon managing our 
two churchyards, on both sides of the road now, with a greater emphasis on encouraging 
the wildlife. We wish to care for and respect pathways to and around the graves, and 
enhance the historic and meditative nature of the place, but we are deliberately leaving 
more areas now for the natural vegetation, wildflowers and grasses to grow on. If carefully 
managed, they can then provide food and habitat at certain times of the year for many 
more creatures and insects. 
  
To that end, a small group of committed volunteers are helping with our endeavours - 
thank you again to everyone who has been involved. There is regular ongoing work by 
individuals, as time and weather permit, but the group is also trying to meet together on 
the last Saturday morning of each month, at least in the growing season, with tools in hand 
and mowers at the ready. We have even dared to refer to ourselves as "The Lawn 
Rangers!"  So, if anyone else is free to join us at our monthly working party mornings, they 
would be most welcome. 
  
The Suffolk Wildlife Trust has been guiding our 
approach and is continuing to provide helpful 
advice and information. In June a survey was 
conducted of the wildflowers in the un-mown 
areas, and an impressive 80+ species were 
identified. With our new mowing regime in place, it 
was a real joy to finally find beautiful bee orchids, 
allowed to flower for the first time.  Seed has also 
been harvested now from some of the areas we 
left to flower, before they were cut back. Hopefully 
we can now re-establish a more diverse range of 
species in other areas of the site. 
  
We hope that as we further develop and preserve 
our delightful churchyards as wildlife sanctuaries, 
we will in time encourage and identify more and 
more flora and fauna. It would be great to record 
and to share our discoveries and our ongoing work 
with the wider community, and to generate more interest in and more support for these 
valuable wildlife havens. So, do please look out for future photos and notes, both here in 
The Oracle, and elsewhere. 
 
Bob Cox 
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A big thanks you to all organisations 

involved in making this a special 

celebration for our village 
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