Oracle – for all those who live, work, play, pray, stay, eat or drink, in Occold

Editor’s Bit………..
Well – I don’t know about you but, as I sit here writing this, I think Summer has definitely arrived! I only
hope, that these past few days of glorious warm sunshine, aren’t all we are going to get this Summer!
As somebody once quoted …’A perfect summer day is, when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing,
the birds are singing, and the lawn mower is broken!’
Let’s welcome Summer, it’s a glorious time of the year, when most of us will put on our shorts and
short-sleeves and, actually feel the air and sunlight on our skin. When we don't have to turn up the heat
in the morning when we get up. But also, when we lay hot and sweaty in bed, unable to sleep at times!
When we might get sunburnt or much safer, sun-tanned and, all those wonderful things.
No matter how we see it, Summer has a beauty that we can't deny.
I do hope to see many of you around the village in the coming months – but especially – I hope that you
will all be able to make it along to the Village Fete on Saturday 5th July – please do come and say Hello!
Summer is Coming
by Dora Goodale
"Summer is coming!" the soft breezes whisper;
"Summer is coming!" the glad birdies sing.
Summer is coming - I hear her quick footsteps;
Take your last look at the beautiful Spring.
Lightly she steps from her throne in the woodlands:
"Summer is coming, and I cannot stay;
Two of my children have crept from my bosom:
April has left me but lingering May.
"What tho' bright Summer is crowded with roses.
Deep in the forest Arbutus doth hide;
I am the herald of all the rejoicing;
Why must June always disown me?" she cried.
Down in the meadow she stoops to the daisies,
Plucks the first bloom from the apple tree's bough:
"Autumn will rob me of all the sweet apples;
I will take one from her store of them now."
Summer is coming! I hear the glad echo;
Clearly it rings o'er the mountain and plain.
Sorrowful Spring leaves the beautiful woodlands,
Bright, happy Summer begins her sweet reign.
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_______Scott J Regan
Chimney Sweeping & Window Cleaning
Professional, Clean & Qualified Service
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps
Membership No. REG-25-463
Telephone Number: 01379 678537

Jubilee Baptist Church
‘Worshipping, Learning, Loving, Evangelising’
Our weekly Sunday Meetings are held at:
Occold Village Hall
At: 10.45am
And At
The Chapel
At: 6.00pm
Please visit our page on the village website: www.occold.onesuffolk.net
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COME AND VISIT YOUR MOBILE LIBRARY!
Did you know that the Suffolk Libraries mobile library visits Occold regularly, giving access to hundreds
of thousands of books, including large print, audiobooks and children’s books? You can also hire CDs
and DVDs for a small charge. If the items you want are not on the van, you can reserve them from the
library catalogue free of charge and, have them delivered on the van at a later date. The staff are very
friendly and helpful, and will offer a warm welcome to anyone who visits.
Come along to visit us and help to keep this service running for YOUR community – all are welcome!

The mobile library will be calling at:-

Redlingfield Rd, Occold (Bulls Hall Road lay-by)
between 12:00 – 12:15 on Thursdays
on the….

3 July
31 July
28 August
25 September
23 October
20 November
18 December
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Here are some extracts from newsletters from the primary school………
The wet winter we experienced earlier this year, certainly didn’t dampen spirits at Occold Primary
School and, I was particularly impressed by all the hard work and enthusiasm demonstrated by our
children and staff. I was very lucky to have lots of visits to my office this term, from children proud to
show me their achievements.
Whilst we are proud of what our children achieve at school, it is always a treat to hear of their
successes outside school through their involvements in clubs, sports and hobbies. This term we were
very proud of our talented dancers in school including Harvey from Class Three, who was selected by
Dance East to take part in the live on stage performances of their show ‘Finding Home’, at Ipswich and
Bury. Harvey’s talent was ‘spotted’ through our ongoing work with Dance East in school and this shows
the value of opportunities such as this, that allow children to expand their interests and work closely
with experts who are passionate about their subject. The school would also like to congratulate Eve and
Ellie (also from Class 3) for reaching the national stage of a dancing competition.
Well done to Jack from Class Two, who will be representing the school in a skiing competition coming
up soon. We will keep you posted on the progress of our new Winter Olympics team!
I would like to thank the PE team at Hartismere for supporting Class Three this term. The opportunity to
use specialised facilities such as the gymnastic apparatus and dance studio, has been invaluable as
has the expertise provided by staff there. We have also enjoyed working with the Year 10 students who
have been excellent role models for our children.
High Schools Liaison
Year 6 have continued to enjoy regular liaison with our local High Schools including trips for home
economics and art at Hartismere and, a multi-themed day at Debenham. Year 6 particularly enjoyed the
cooking since they were given the opportunity to make their own popcorn. Some of their choices of
flavours I think could be best described as ‘unconventional’. We look forward to more visits over the
remainder of the year.

6

Oracle – for all those who live, work, play, pray, stay, eat or drink, in Occold
Assemblies and visitors
Members of local faith groups have continued to contribute to school assemblies. I would like to thank
Dawn, Paula and Stacey in particular for their excellent work with the school. We were lucky this term to
have an assembly led by one of our pupils who, with a little assistance from Mum, presented a
fascinating assembly on showing rabbits (perfectly timed for Easter). It was very brave of her to talk at
length in front of the whole school and the assembly clearly took a lot of organising. Many thanks to
her, Mum and the rabbits. It was a genuine privilege to see one of our children taking the initiative like
this.
Australia Day
On Tuesday 25th March, Class 1 held an Australia themed day. Children from the pre-school were
invited and enjoyed joining in.
Trip to Norwich Castle
Class 2 enjoyed their trip to Norwich Castle, where they had the opportunity to view the Roman
Exhibition that links to their class topic. A special thanks to the Friends for their kind donations that
helped to bring the cost of this trip down.
Artists in residence
Earlier this term, children from our school took part in the Young Art East Anglia Competition. Dozens of
schools entered with hundreds of children participating. The winning children’s work was displayed at
an exhibition in Aldeburgh, which enabled children to raise charitable donations for Cancer Research
UK as well as celebrate their artistic output. All of us at Occold are very proud that the work of two
children from our school was chosen for the exhibition.
500 Words Writing Competition
Congratulations to Niles from Class Three, for reaching the next stage of the Radio 2 writing
competition. There were tens of thousands of entries and progressing in this competition is a significant
achievement. Well done to Niles and to all the other entries.
Thanks to Thorndon Leek Club
The school are very grateful for a generous donation from Thorndon Leek Club, who will be contributing
to the development of the outdoor area for Class 1. They have also offered to help with the fitting of
some of the planned new fixtures. On behalf of the children, I would also like to thank them for the
super leeks given to the children to grow at home. I look forward to being kept informed of their
progress and hope they grow to gigantic proportions!
Film Club
After half term we intend to show a few films that are rated PG for the benefit of our older pupils. We will
choose carefully so that the films have the widest appeal and let you know of the titles in advance.
Parent Governor Position
We still have a place available for a Parent Governor and, there may be more openings over the next
academic year. If you are interested, please contact Mr Williams or one of the other Governors as soon
as possible.
Mr Williams – Head Teacher
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Stretch & Tone
For the Over ‘50’s
Due to its popularity - new dates available!

Are you looking for a gentle, low impact exercise,
suitable for the mature body?
Alison from Bellycise, runs a class especially adapted for the over ‘50’s, ‘60’s,
‘70’s, ‘80’s......it doesn't matter! She teaches simple moves from belly dance, adds
some lovely music and lots of laughter too!
Belly dance is especially good for the older physique as it doesn't involve
complicated steps, there is no jumping about and, coordination is not necessary to
benefit from the movements.
Belly dance is an instinctive dance, based on the female physique, you may be
surprised just how many movements you already know!

The classes take place at:

Occold Village Hall
Thursdays
11am - till 12
(Fees to be paid in advance – non-refundable)

Current term:
5th June till 17th July (7 weeks - £35)
New term from 4th September
Don't worry if you have missed start of term, new members are welcome to join in
at any point.

Come and give it a try!
To book a place to find out more details, contact Alison:
01379 678176
or
mail@bellycise.com
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MARK BANCROFT
PAVING SERVICES
Specialist in all types of paving and hard landscaping. Driveways,
patios, ornamental garden walls, water features, drainage and
fencing.
Family run business with over 20 years of on-the-job experience

Fast friendly professional service
Fully insured and all work guaranteed
Call Mark for a friendly visit with a free quotation
01379 677027 or mobile 07768636618
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ORAC Update…….

The ORAC Annual Meeting took place at the hall on Wednesday 14th May and, there follows
extracts from the reports given to the meeting:Chairman’s Report
Rob opened the meeting by welcoming all those in attendance. Rob summarised the events held by
ORAC over the previous year, and felt it had been a successful year with a good fete, Christmas
dinner, American evening and Caribbean evening. The annual quiz had been cancelled and it seems
that the timing of this event contributed to low ticket sales. The final village hall building accounts had
been settled with ES&H, after meeting with Mid Suffolk District Council and consultants and, the noise
reducing measures required had been installed however, an external lobby is now required for the main
hall fire exit door in order to contain noise leakage from this area. Storage within the hall has been
identified as an issue. The school had requested to store gym equipment within the hall, but this
request could not be met. The committee have discussed plans to build additional storage adjacent to
the hall, this project is ongoing. Rob also mentioned that there are plans in place to reseal the main
hall floor, once a suitable gap could be found in hall use schedules. There are a few minor
maintenance issues to address, including repair of the drive before next winter.
Treasurer’s Report
Hall Operations – This reports a net loss for the year of £2072.55, the reasons for which, will hopefully
be covered in my report.
Income: I’m pleased to report a small increase overall, in hall hires on last year. Although once again
Occold Primary School have reduced their number of hires, there are now several new regular hirers –
ie Carpet Bowls Club, over 50’s Bollywood Workout and Fitness Sessions. However, revenue from
private hires has decreased by some £200.00. I was pleased to be able to secure grants from MSDC,
and our County Councillor Andrew Stringer’s Locality Budget, of some £4,700.00, which was put to
good use towards the cost of the acoustic panels and secondary double glazing.
Expenditure: There is a significant rise in expenditure on last year and this is accounted for in the final
payment of a re-negotiated sum of £4,000.00 made to the builders of the hall, and £6257.32 for the
acoustic panelling. Your committee also purchased a major item of equipment for the kitchen, being a
hot cupboard. This has proved invaluable for many hall users already. Due to the appointment of a
second hall cleaner, there is an increase in cleaning wages being paid.
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Fundraising –
Following another year of hard-work by your committee, income was raised at a number of events.
Among these were – Annual Quiz - £254.54, Fete - £1185.51, Wild West Night - £603.21, Caribbean
Nite - £431.14 and the Christmas Dinner - £774.34. Advertising in the Oracle magazine resulted in
£768.00 being raised in that area. Our thanks should be recorded to everyone who helped at any of the
events managed by ORAC during the year and also, to HLS for printing the Oracle magazine, free of
charge.
New Village Hall –
The £2.76 shown as interest, reflects the fact that this account has now been all but ‘wound-down’. A
total of £6635.15 was paid to ES&H for the final two payments due on the hall build. £1,500.00 was
transferred to the main hall account, to go towards the cost of the acoustic panelling and £1140.00 was
paid by way of fees to the acoustic consultants, who advised on and over-saw the installation of the
panels.
Lunch Club –
Once again, the fortnightly luncheon club has been held through-out the year and revenues show a
profit of some £917.04. These profits will go towards purchasing additional equipment for the kitchen.
Our thanks are recorded to all of the volunteers who help make this facility such a success.
Conclusion
Overall, net assets at 31st March stood at some £13206.75, a slight decrease over the previous year,
due to the monies spent from the New Hall account.
Lunch Club Report – Dawn Crisp
Occold Luncheon Club has now been running for four years and continues to provide a service
promised to the village, upon the completion of the new hall.
A freshly prepared two course mid-day dinner was provided, generally once a fortnight throughout the
last financial year on some 19 occasions, serving a total of 540 meals (that works out at an average of
28 per sitting). Each menu is different, ranging from old favourites like cottage pie or toad in the hole to
a full Christmas Dinner in December.
Carole Mayhew continues to head up the volunteer team, overseeing the vast majority of the food
shopping required. We are extremely grateful for all those who give up their time to support her in in
cooking, baking, washing up and clearing away – including all those who responded to the 2013 appeal
for more help, which was circulated when previous volunteers moved away.
As a branch of ORAC, the lunches remain priced at £5 per head, which is very good value for money
and ensures that it should be accessible to all. Over the course of the year the prudent running of the
club has seen that a further £900 surplus was achieved, enabling the Club to help ORAC in the
purchase of the new warming oven and the new cooker in April 2014.
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Web Site Report – Barry Woods
1. Background
The Occold web site continues as a voluntary effort by the Editor - who is happy to continue in this role
in order to provide a service to the community. Since 2012, the bulk of the website has been hosted on
the ‘onesuffolk’ platform, provided free by Suffolk County Council albeit some pages still have to be
hosted on my personal web space.
The focus of the web site remains that of providing a communications media for fast changing news
and archiving of longer shelf life material. It is also used where a web site capability to deliver high
volume and colour imagery is a requirement e.g. photographic, audio or video content.
2. Key Indicators
Visitor numbers have remained fairly static at 600-800 visits per month and there are 31 followers on
Twitter.
The website also serves to bring people together with family histories relating to Occold and currently
there are 56 surnames being researched. In addition, we have recently done an extensive family history
into 7 of the Rectors of Occold (1771 – 1986) and are currently researching the 15 names on the War
Memorial.
The website also provides an Email Alert Service which can be used to disseminate time critical
information e.g. police alerts, road closures, extreme weather reports, lost and found etc.
Disappointingly, only 25 email addresses have signed up out of the circa 150 homes in the village.
Perhaps people don’t want to know about what’s going on?
3. Advertising
The web site offers an advertising medium for both businesses and For Sale/Wanted ads – and it’s
FREE! Only ~24 businesses have a presence and very few classified ads.
4. Village Recorder
I’ve recently taken on the role of Village Recorder for Occold. This involves ensuring the survival of
valuable material for future local historians by seeing that the present is adequately recorded at local
level and being on the look-out for items of historical interest which might be overlooked or lost for ever.
Such material will be deposited at Suffolk Record Office together with a one page annual summary of
local activity e.g. changes to buildings or infrastructure, major events and individual achievements.
Since most of the material Is collected electronically, I have added a new Village Recorder page to the
website to publish this information.
5. Local collaboration
As Editor of the Debenham website, I already share information between the two sites e.g. events,
alerts, for sale items etc. And this works both ways since I advertise similar Occold items in Debenham
as well. We also have a localised group of web site editors hence major events etc are shared and
publicised in Thorndon, Redlingfield, Framsden and Pettaugh.
6. Future Direction
I remain convinced that villages like Occold should have a world class website and, in spite of it not
being used to its fullest extent, I am happy to maintain it for the foreseeable future. However, the new
CMS makes it very easy for anyone to maintain the web site and I would be more than happy to hand it
over to anyone who would like to take it on.
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Elections for ORAC committee members and officers, took place at the AGM, with the following
results:Chair

-

Rob Richardson

Vice Chair

-

Scott Regan

Treasurer

-

Di Noller

Secretary

-

Martin Shelley

Committee

-

Lindsay Alexander, Gordon Erhorn, Angela Hall, Linda Jay, Anne Staines,
Dee Stephenson, Linda St Pier, Donald Turner and Nigel Woodhouse.

But – we always welcome new members onto the committee – the more the merrier!

Events
The Caribbean Theme Nite took place on 8th March, when some 60 people enjoyed a ‘Taste of a
Caribbean Island’!
The hall was once again decorated accordingly and cocktails were served – ‘by the pool’!
A super two-course meal was served to the hungry ‘holiday-makers’ and, we all certainly had a
colourful evening.
The Annual Quiz unfortunately had to be cancelled. The date clashing with the late Easter holiday took
its toll and, we hope to stage this event later in the year. Please keep a look-out for the re-arranged
date.
The Village Fete is fast coming upon us! Please do come along for a great afternoon of fun and
socialising on Saturday 5th July at 2.00pm. There will be plenty of stalls and games, together with a
football competition and Gislingham Silver Band. Please see the separate pages further on in the
magazine, for details of all the competitions – and – don’t be shy – you can always enter any of the
competitions anonymously!!
The next planned Theme-Nite – is going to be an Irish Nite! We hope to hold this on Saturday 5th
October - so, book the date in your diaries now and keep an eye open for when tickets go on sale.
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B & J Hull
Church Farm,
Occold,
Eye, Suffolk
IP23 7PR

General Works Undertaken
Fencing
Hedging & Tree Felling
Driveways
Digger Work
Paviors / Patios

Any Job Considered
Contact: Brian Hull
Tel: 01379 678 228
Mob: 07885 320367
E-mail: brianhull221@yahoo.co.uk

Serving Eye, Harleston & surrounding areas
Providing a professional, caring and friendly service 24 hours a day
Chestnut House, 12, Progress Way,
Langton Green, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7HU
Tel: 01379 871168
31, Redenhall Road, Harleston,
Norfolk, IP20 9HE
Tel: 01379 851253
•

•

Cruse Recommended Bereavement
Support Group
Private Chapel of Rest
• Free Parking
www.susanwhymark.co.uk
14

Oracle – for all those who live, work, play, pray, stay, eat or drink, in Occold

Alan James (Andy) Andrews
10 July 1946 – 4 March 2014

Our Dear Friend Andy Andrews, passed from this life, on the 4th March 2014. Andy was indeed a
good friend and neighbour to many in the village of Occold – he will be sorely missed.
It was very fitting that St Michael’s Church was ‘packed to the rafters’ for the beautiful service held in
Andy’s memory – he always knew how to get the crowds in!
Trying to put into words Andy’s life and the effect he had on those that he came into contact with, is
very difficult and so, I thought it would be good to record these things in Andy’s own words – taken from
the service sheets…..
Born at Brooke Street Nursing Home, in central Ipswich on 10 July 1946, Andy was raised on the once ‘notorious’ Greenwich Estate. His family were a tiny enclave of ‘relative’ respectability amongst the
drunks, fighters, thieves and vandalisers, who abounded in the area around that time.
Happy childhood days were spent on the shores of the River Orwell – The Lairs – with his Dad, a
veritable walking encyclopaedia – his brother Pete, was usually off choir practising somewhere! Not so
good though, was the fact that his mother was ill throughout his childhood.
He attended Priory Heath Junior School, Ipswich where, he was allowed to ‘fly’ – once giving a lecture
to the entire school on how satellites would actually be able to stay up in space – before one was even
launched! He was at one time, the fastest sprinter in the school – but this was cut short by sudden
onset arthritis.
In the late ‘50’s and early ‘60’s, he could be found enjoying hiking and camping. He also learned to
swim and became a Bronze Award Life Saver – spending most of his time at either Pipers Vale Open
Air Lido, Fore Street Baths or Broomhill Open Air Lido. He was even known to swim across the Rivers
Orwell and Deben – nearly coming to grief on each occasion!
Against his teacher’s expectations, he passed his RSA Arithmetic and English Language examinations
and, went on to study ‘O’ level Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, English and Geography, at the then
Ipswich Civic College.
Following several failed attempts at ‘A’ level Chemistry – due to colour blindness! – he spent time hitchhiking around Europe and then ‘settled down’ to live in the East End of London – during which time, he
was to be found participating in many ‘demos’, amongst those being Anti-apartheid, UDI, Polaris &
Divorce Reform.
On the last Saturday of June 1968, he met Terri and, they moved in together in 1969.
In 1971 he attained an HNC in Business Studies at Westminster College.
Following a few other house moves, Andy and Terri moved to Mendlesham in 1975 and, in January
1977, they got married. Their first son Simon was born later that year, followed by Luke in 1979 and
following their move to Occold in 1981, their daughter Helen was born, in 1982.
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In 1995, Andy at last, attained his ‘A’ level in Chemistry and, in 1998 his BSc 1st Class Hons in
Research QA.
During his many years in Occold, Andy and his family put on some wonderful forms of entertainment in
the village. They held a Boffins Fayre, The Occold Promz, The Occold Promz 2, A Sentimental Journey
– WWII and many ‘Oracle’ Evenings.
Andy and his family have raised nearly £11,000 for charitable causes from these events – a stunning
legacy.

“Isn’t it strange that Princes and Kings
And clowns that caper in sawdust rings,
And ordinary folk, like you and me
Are builders of Eternity?”
All are given a bag of tools,
An hour glass,
And a book of rules,
And all must make, ere their time has flown,
A stumbling block
Or, a stepping stone”.
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Need help with your PC?
Support and troubleshooting
Friendly one-to-one training
Hardware and Software

At your Home or Business
Windows – Web – Email - Word – Excel – PowerPoint
Facebook – Twitter – YouTube Anti-virus – Safety – Backup
New PC – Cameras – Printers – Network - Broadband

Phone Chris on 0757 069 5279
Email: info@ubestree.co.uk Web: www.ubestree.co.uk
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Journey Through The Ages
21st & 22nd June 2014

The popular annual event Horham Bygones Country Rally, is being resurrected just a few miles from its
village home thanks to the organisers of Palgrave’s Journey Through The Ages – Vintage Rally &
Country Fair.
The bygones rally used to attract thousands of visitors to the little village of Horham but it had to finish,
due to loss of car parking and insurance problems.
However, Bygones organiser Gary Woodrow did not want to call it a day so he was pleased when a
visit to 2013’s first Journey Through The Ages in Palgrave, offered a solution. He was introduced to
Journey Through The Ages’ organiser Gareth Mutimer, who offered to keep the spirit of the rally alive in
the 55 acres of historic parkland at Goodrich Park in Palgrave.
Gary Woodrow said: “People kept asking us if we were going to have another Horham Bygones
Country Rally. But we have decided to pass the torch on. It’s an ideal event with a village feel and no
parking worries. Many of our Bygones regulars will be at this year’s event.”
Fellow Bygones organiser Don Moyes added: “It’s great to think that the Bygones Rally will live on in
some way.”
Gareth Mutimer said: “All exhibitors from Horham have now been invited to Palgrave with a fantastic
response so far. To date we have double the number of exhibitors that we had last year.
“Despite the poor weather and some difficulties last year we got so much positive feedback from visitors
and exhibitors that we are very optimistic about this year.
“Although we were a little disappointed in attendance figures last year, our first event at Goodrich Park
went well and, due to such a positive response, we felt we had to do it again as it has so much
potential.”
Gary said that he is pleased to be joining Gareth and Journey Through The Ages event manager
Lucinda Arnold and, looks forward to greeting old and new faces on the day.
Lucinda said: “We did not want to organise just another vintage rally or country show so we combined
the two.”
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Journey Through The Ages – Vintage Rally & Country Fair will be returning to Goodrich Park in
Palgrave on Saturday (10am-6pm) and Sunday (10am-5pm) June 21st and 22nd. Admission is £6 for
adults and £4 for children aged four to 16. There will be free parking and dogs are welcome.
This year’s event will offer Viking re-enactment groups, full-size and model steam engines, vintage
vehicles, countryside crafts, donkey rides, an auto-jumble, a vintage fairground, a dog show with agility
ring and a fly-ball course, trade stands, fairground organs, vintage and modern commercial vehicles,
car clubs and a licensed bar.
Originally started in 2002 as a one-off event to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee the Horham rally went
from strength to strength to become an annual feature. In 2011 more than 3,000 visitors flocked into the
small village between Eye and Stradbroke for the event. In 2012 Horham Bygones Country Rally fell
foul of our awful summer of rain and in 2013 problems finding sufficient parking lead organisers to bring
its 10-year run to an end.
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Youth Club
Who are we?
Occold Youth Club is run by the volunteer Youth Team from Jubilee Baptist Church and, has been
active in Occold since 1998. Currently the team includes Andrew & Dawn Crisp, Robert & Paula
Powell, Greg Noller, James Crisp and Andrew Mills.
Youth Club is open on alternate Friday evenings all year round (except during the summer holiday
break) in Occold Village Hall and is open to all young people and their friends, aged 9 and upwards.
Session times are:
•
•

7.30pm – 9.00pm for those aged 9 – 11 and
7.30pm – 10pm for everyone aged 12 and upwards

Each session usually includes informal games around the pool table, table tennis, table top football,
tuck shop and games consoles with other activities from time to time. In the summer, more activities
take place outside on the playing field – burning off some steam!
Child Protection Policy
Jubilee Baptist Church is a registered member of SAFEcic and undertakes an annual Child Protection
Risk Assessment. All members of the regular youth team have up-to-date DBS (formerly CRB) checks.
First Aiders
The Youth Team includes two with emergency first aid training
Parental Support
The Youth Team kindly ask that all parents or guardians complete and sign a Parental Support form, so
that we are aware of any special requirements and can contact you if necessary.
All young people attending Occold Youth Club are expected to abide by our Code of Conduct – which is
displayed on the village hall main notice board.

Find us on Facebook at Jubilee Baptist Church Youth Club - Add us as a friend to receive
latest updates/reminders about trips, venue changes and special events - and the fortnightly ‘Mystery
Blogger's’ session summary!!

For more information, please call Andrew or Dawn on 01379 678160
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D.B.S.
General Engineering & Repairs

Bespoke Fabrication
Light & Heavy Patten Work

Welding Of All Types
Site-Work Undertaken
Lathe Work

Milling Work

Drilling

Grinding

Cutting

Metal Bending
Small One-Off Jobs Welcome
Telephone: Derek on 01379 678402
Or
Mobile: 07719118593
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YOUR
VILLAGE NEEDS

YOU!!
Have you ever wondered about becoming a Parish Councillor?
Would you like to be involved in the decisions made about Occold?
Would you like to contribute positively concerning the village?
Would you like to influence decisions that affect your community?
Would you like to work together with like-minded people?
Would you like to serve the people of your community in this way?
Here are just some of the areas that are covered in the work of the Parish Council:Planning, Highways, Transport & Traffic, Community Safety, Housing, Street Lighting,
Cemeteries, Litter, Shelters, Public Footpaths & Rights Of Way.
Different councillors, have a variety of backgrounds, enthusiasms and interests. Your
local council needs a range of skills, to enable it to work as a fully-functioning team.
The Council meets on just one evening each month. PLEASE give this your urgent
consideration and, for more information contact the Parish Clerk: Sue Hubner, on 01379
678360.
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Occold Village Fete 2014
The Competitions!
Adult Classes (age 17 and over)
Home-bake classes

Flower classes

Victoria sponge (no larger than 20cms in diameter)
3 scones
3 sausage rolls

Flower arrangement in an unusual item
Single bloom in a vase
Flower arrangement - no larger than 15cms

Photography classes

Arts & Crafts Classes (must be own work)

Photo of you with a famous person
Photo of scenery
Your favourite photo

Painting or drawing of your choice
Any item of craft – cross stitch, knitting etc.

Children’s Classes
All of the following classes will have 3 separate groups
High School Primary School and Pre-school
Garden on a plate – no more than 30cms in diameter
Vase of flowers
Painting or drawing of your choice
3 home baked muffins
One decorated biscuit (biscuit does not have to be home-made!)
Your favourite photo
The competitions will be displayed and judged, in the village hall on the day of the fete and, will be open
for public viewing from 2.30pm onwards.
A Winner’s Certificate will be presented for each class.
All entries should be brought to the village hall between 9.00am and 11.30am, on fete day.
To enter any of the competitions – please complete the entry form on the next page and return it
to any of the following:Occold Primary School
Occold Pre-School
The Beaconsfield Arms
13 Ash Tree Close
Entry forms must be submitted by 30 June 2014
If you have any questions at all, please call Dee on 01379 678647
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COMPETITION ENTRY FORM
Contact telephone number……………………………………………………………………….

Your Full Name

Class Title

Age Group

Please do enter – and - Bon Chance!!
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Some more memories, from our friends at the
95th Bomb Group………….
The story of the first daylight raid on Berlin:
“Every American combat crew in the Eighth Air Force had been waiting, expecting, and dreading
the day they would be sent out to accomplish the raid that the commander in chief of the Luftwaffe, the
be-medalled Hermann Goering, said couldn’t be flown: a daylight attack by American heavy bombers
on Berlin, the capital city of Hitler’s 1,000-year Reich,” said Lt Glenn Infield a pilot with the 334th Bomb
Squadron. That day, finally came on March 4th 1944.
Several previous attempts to bomb Berlin in daylight had been recalled – one just the day before. This
mission too seemed doomed from the start but, three things came together to ensure that aircraft from
the 95th and some elements of the 100th, bombed Berlin that day.
The first, was the addition of a Pathfinder B-17 equipped with radar to help see through the clouds to
the target below.
The second, was the choice of Lt Col H Griffin ‘Grif’ Mumford, the commanding officer of the 412th
squadron, as mission leader.
The third, was the determined fighter cover offered by P-51 Mustangs of the 4th and 357th Fighter
Groups.
Deep into enemy territory the recall order was received, due to the bad weather, and most of the
assembled bomb groups peeled off for other targets. Lt Colonel Mumford decided to continue the
planned mission to Berlin as the recall message did not contain the correct code and, the enemy were
sending up fake recall signals. With Pathfinder technology, he also knew they could take advantage of
the bad weather and strike a blow to German morale.
As Lt. Alvin Brown said:
“The bomb drop was achieved against all odds! Enemy fighters attacking, flak everywhere, lousy
weather! In spite of all the negative factors, Berlin had received the first bombs dropped by American
planes in daylight… We had proved that Germany’s most prized and protected target – Berlin – was no
longer safe from Eighth Air Force daylight attacks.”
Lt Brown, pilot of the lead plane – alongside the Pathfinder, from the 482nd Bomb Group – was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and, the 95th’s exploits made it into Life magazine, although
the involvement of the Pathfinders was kept secret. For his decisive part in the mission, Lt Col Grif
Mumford was awarded the Silver Star.
The 95th was the only Eighth Air Force Bomb Group to receive the Distinguished Unit Citation, also
called the Presidential Unit Citation, three times.
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Its third award was for Proceeding to Berlin and successfully bombing the German capital despite
snowstorms, dense clouds, and severe enemy attack, while many others, because of weather conditions, either abandoned the operation or struck other targets, on March 4th 1944.

Horham Airfield – Station 119 – was a sprawling base spanning four parishes. Parts of the
base were not only in Horham itself but also in Denham, Redlingfield and Hoxne. Its two hangars were
on the south of the airfield and the technical site was next to them, beside the B1117 Eye-Horham road.
Station HQ, administrative buildings and living sites were temporary buildings mainly to the west in
Denham. The size of the base meant bikes and jeeps were the preferred method of transport within the
base. After short stays at Alconbury and Framlingham, the 95th Bomb Group finally arrived at Horham
on June 15th 1943 and Station 119 was to be its home for more than two years.
It was also HQ for the 13th Combat Bombardment Wing of the 3rd Bomb Division – which was in
charge of not only the 95th Bomb Group but also the 100th BG at Thorpe Abbotts and 390th BG at
Framlingham/Parham. As well as the 95th’s four bomb squadrons – the 334th, 335th, 336th and the
412th – the base was home to all the associated groups needed to keep the 95th running.
Despite having food and drink that was the envy of the heavily rationed Suffolk villagers and other
facilities the locals could only dream of, the men of the 95th lived mainly in metal nissen huts through
the tough English winters, with only small pot-bellied stoves to keep them warm!

Eye Town Council and Hartismere School, are collaborating to host an exhibition
commemorating the contribution made by the people of Eye and the surrounding parishes, during
World War I. They would like to hear from you if you know of or, have any stories, photographs or
artifacts relating to the period, which could be included in the August 2014 exhibition. They are
interested in the men who went to war but also, in the people who were left behind and, what life was
like for them. Additionally, if you would like to contribute by assisting with this project, they would be
delighted to hear from you.
Please contact:
Councillor Maria Ford at Eye Town Council – 01379 870466
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OCCOLD
PREPRE-SCHOOL
is a fun, friendly and nurturing environment for children from 2 to 5 years. We have fully
qualified staff and high staff-to-child ratios.

We provide high quality care and education for children primarily below statutory school
age. We work in partnership with parents to help children to learn and develop. We offer children and
their parents a service that promotes equality and values diversity.

Occold Pre School is situated within Occold Village Hall, with purpose built facilities for our young
children.

Sessions are available term time Monday to Friday
(8.30am – 3.30pm) at very competitive prices.

For more information contact Linda Jay at the address, phone number, or email address below.
Occold Pre School, The Village Hall,
Occold, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7PL Tel: 07790 605219

Email: occoldpreschool@aol.com
or check us out at www.occoldpreschool.co.uk
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The Glasgow 2014 Queen's Baton Relay is the curtain-raiser to the 2014
Commonwealth Games.
Over a period of 288 days the baton will visit 70 nations and territories, cover 190,000 kilometres and
involve a third of the world's population, making it the world's most engaging relay. On Monday 9th
June, midway through its two-week tour of the country, The Baton will arrive in Suffolk.
During the Baton’s day in our region, it will be taken to a number of locations across Suffolk to celebrate
the Commonwealth Games, Team England and, promote participation in sport.
The Baton’s journey through Suffolk will begin in Lowestoft at 8.00am, England’s most easterly town,
with a breakfast run, jog, walk, buggy push or toddle along the seafront. A mini festival of sport will take
place at the same time, and will inspire Lowestoft to join in and try a range of sports and activities.
Then it’s onto the world famous Newmarket Racecourse at 11.30am, for a mass participation relay
involving local schools, to take place on the Rowley Mile. Again, a mini festival of sport will give school
children and spectators a chance to try out a range of sports and activites.
The Queen’s Baton will create an inspirational moment at a Super 8’s athletics competition at Bury St
Edmunds Leisure Centre, arriving at 1.30pm, involving 300+ local disabled and non-disabled school
children. The team-based run, jump, throw format is fast and furious, involving both track and field short
format competitions. This is an invitation only event.
The first stop in Ipswich at 4.45pm, for the Queen’s Baton Relay, will be at Northgate Sports Centre,
where the Baton will participate as a special VIP guest in the closing ceremony of a Quad Kids Athletics
competition involving 750 young people. Quad Kids is an exciting sporting concept designed to give
more children the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of athletics and, to identify the stars of tomorrow.
This also is an invitation only event.
After leaving Northgate at 6.15pm, the Baton will make its final appearance of the day in Christchurch
Park, to join a fun mass participation run taking place that evening. Runners and spectators alike will
enjoy music, sports, activities and events, plus join in a world record attempt between 5.00pm and
7.00pm.
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AN A – Z OF RE-CYCLING!
Here is the start of a series of hints, regarding recycling household items….
Action Figures –
Reduce: Wherever possible repair broken hard plastic items such as plastic: toys, home-ware, gardenware and accessories.
Reuse: Hard plastic items in good condition could be offered to charity shops or through an online
reuse network. You might also be able to sell some hard plastic items through a car boot sale, jumble
sale, or online market. Offer unwanted items to friends, neighbours or relatives.
Recycle: Hard plastic items are not accepted in your kerbside recycling collection bin but can be
recycled at any Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre in the rigid plastic container.
Aerosol Cans Recycle: Aerosol cans can be recycled in most can banks but DO NOT squash them - they could
explode! Make sure they are empty. You can also recycle aerosol cans by placing them in the metal
container at any of the Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centres. Remove the plastic nozzle and
cap (which can be put into any kerbside recycling bin).
Air Bed –
Reuse: If it is in a good condition offer to charity shops or through an online reuse network. You could
sell it through a car boot sale, jumble sale, or online market place. You could also give it to friends,
neighbours or relatives.
Disposal: This item is made from a plastic that cannot currently be recycled and so needs to be
disposed of in your kerbside rubbish bin or at any Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre in the
landfill container.
Air Fresheners (Electric) –
Reduce: Where possible get your broken electricals repaired.
Reuse: Offer electrical items in good condition and full working order to charity shops or through an
online reuse network. Sell through a car boot sale, jumble sale, or online market. You may be able to
offer some unwanted electricals items to friends, neighbours or relatives, or even "re-gift" unwanted
gifts next Christmas!
Recycle: If they are beyond repair, please take them to any Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre
and place in the container for small electrical items.
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Air Fresheners (Plastic) –
Reduce: When available consider using refills rather than buying a new 'container'.
Reuse: Offer hard plastic items in good condition and full working order to charity shops or through an
online reuse network. Sell through a car boot sale, jumble sale, or online market. Offer unwanted items
to friends, neighbours or relatives.
Recycle: Hard plastic items are not accepted in your kerbside recycling collection bin but can be
recycled at any Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre.
Alarm Clocks –
Reduce: Where possible get your broken electricals repaired.
Reuse: Offer electrical items in good condition and full working order to charity shops or through an
online reuse network. Sell through a car boot sale, jumble sale, or online market. You may be able to
offer some unwanted electricals items to friends, neighbours or relatives, or even "re-gift" unwanted
gifts next Christmas.
Recycle: If they are beyond repair, please take them to any Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre
and place in the container for small electrical items.
Aluminium Cans –
Recycle: Clean cans, tins, metal bottle/jar tops, takeaway carton bases and aluminium foil (please roll it
up into a tennis sized ball), can be recycled in your kerbside recycling bin, at any Suffolk Household
Waste Recycling Centre or in any metal recycling bank. It would be helpful if you could squash or crush
your cans.
Asbestos –
Disposal: Asbestos is an extremely hazardous material, so it cannot be taken to any Suffolk Household
Waste Recycling Centre. Please do not attempt to do anything which disturbs it. Be aware that it may
be exposed inadvertently when carrying out renovation or extension work.
Ash –
Home Compost: Wood ash can be added to your home compost bin, dug into your garden as a fertiizer
or added to a compost heap as it can help to keep slugs and snails off your vegetable patch.
Disposal: Coal ash cannot be composted, and when it has cooled it should be wrapped and put in your
kerbside rubbish bin.
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Tim Bloomfield
Painter and Decorator
2 Ash Tree Close
Occold, Eye
IP23 7LD
01379 678638

Mobile 07708644135
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And the winner is............
Pupils, teachers, business leaders and volunteers were among those recognised at the first ever
Suffolk County Council, Raising the Bar Awards ceremony, earlier this year. Chief Executive Deborah
Cadman opened the awards before handing over to the hosts for the evening; Terry Hunt (Editor of the
EADT) and Mark Murphy (Radio Suffolk presenter).
More than 800 nominations were received from all over the county; from people wanting to recognise
the efforts of those who are making a real difference. From all the entries, a panel of judges managed
to shortlist three finalists for each category.
The evening was a fantastic showcase event of all that is great to do with education in Suffolk.
And one lady who received an award was………………

Lianne Selwood of Occold Primary School!! – For
‘Support Staff of the Year’
This category celebrates the hard work and vision of nonteaching staff, and the value they bring to the success of an early years setting, school, college or
learning provider setting. Lianne won this category, for her amazing support to the class teacher,
ensuring that everything is in place and ready for the day and, for running breakfast clubs, being a midday supervisor and much more!

Many Congratulations Lianne
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Shopping
@ Dream On…
Shopping at dream on is a whole new ball game! We provide an enjoyable shopping experience
where you can browse, experiment and buy a fabulous range of affordable clothing and
accessories in a relaxed and friendly environment.
We stock ranges not commonly found on the high street including Capri, Pennyblack, Latte and
Pomodoro, and our newest ranges, Darling and Two Danes.
We would love to see you, the kettle is always on!!
Visit us Mon-Fri 10-5pm & Sat 10-4pm
Poplar Farm, Thwaite Road, Thorndon IP23 7JJ
01379 678483
for more info visit
www.dream-on.co.uk
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Protect Your Oil
Police have seen a significant rise in the theft of oil between the months of November 2013 to March
2014 with an average of 14 oil thefts a month.
Simple measures can be taken to help reduce the likelihood of being targeted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Screen your tank behind hedges or fencing.
Close and lock any gates that lead to your tank.
Conceal or cover any external pipes and fuel leads.
Install security lighting or consider installing CCTV as it can be a good deterrent.
Install lockable caps supported by a closed shackle padlock.
Consider installing a tank alarm.

Ensure you regularly check the level of oil in your fuel tank as it is not always clear straight away if oil
has been stolen. It is always worth considering installing an alarm such as ‘Tank Commander’ which
can even alert you via text message to a sudden drop in the level of oil.
Consideration should also be given to external security lighting and locks on the oil cap to help prevent
any crime.
Remember, the more difficult you make it for a theft to take place the less likely it is to happen.
If you would like any further information on securing your property, please contact your local Safer
Neighbourhood Team by dialling 101. In an emergency always dial 999.

It’s NOT all
all Jam and Jerusalem!!
LADIES…..
Why not consider coming along to the monthly meetings of
the Redlingfield & Occold W.I.?
Meet friends – or make new ones!
We have many Interesting Speakers
Our next meeting will be on the 2nd July at 7.45pm
In the Village Hall
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Occold Email Alert Service
Did you know that Occold Parish Council provides an Email Alert Service (EAS)?
EAS is designed to keep subscribers informed by email, of any important notices or alerts which may
be published from time to time. These will normally be available on the website but, EAS is designed to
be proactive so that you can be alerted to the item quickly. You can unsubscribe from this service at
any time.
Examples of such notices include:
Police alerts (information requests, recent crimes etc)
Council alerts (road closures, extreme weather, bin recycling problems etc)
Computer virus and scam alerts
Major forthcoming events
Lost and found (keys, pets, money etc)
EAS was launched about 18 months ago but, to date, only about 12% of households in Occold, have
subscribed. Compare this with Thorndon, where the local Neighbourhood Watch coordinator can alert
98% of the population!
You sign up to EAS by notifying us of your email address via www.occold.com. This will be held locally
and will NEVER be published on the Internet. By doing so, you are giving us permission to store and
use your email address for the stated purpose under the terms of the Data Protection Act.
You will not receive junk emails and we do not anticipate you receiving more than 2-3 such alerts per
month.
So sign up now and be the first to know about important news!
Barry Woods
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Rotary Club picks High Suffolk teenager for San Diego trip
Olivia Da Costa, a student of Debenham High School, has been chosen as one of 20 talented
musicians across the world who will attend a Rotary International “MusiCamp” in San Diego, California,
in July this year.
The Rotary Club of High Suffolk has been aware of Olivia’s exceptional musical skills for some time.
Olivia, a highly talented Cellist, first came to the attention of the High Suffolk club as an entrant in the
Rotary Young Musician competition in 2012. Olivia won the East of England competition, and was a
close runner-up in the regional finals.
Those attending the San Diego event were selected by audition from 126 pre-professional calibre
applicants around the world. They will spend three weeks living and working with members of the San
Diego Youth Symphony and Conservatory in a summer program of rehearsals, performances, social
activities and tours of Southern California.
The MusiCamp is one of a number of Youth Exchange programmes run by Rotary International
providing opportunities for leading young people to study abroad and promote global understanding.
Meanwhile, The Rotary Club of High Suffolk would like to hear from any young musicians in the
Debenham-Eye-Stradbroke-Framlingham area who would like to take part in the 2014-15 Rotary Young
Musician contest.
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Report from Dr Dan Poulter MP
My first priority as your local MP is, to help build a better future for our children and grandchildren. A
key part of giving each and every local child the very best start in life, means ensuring that we invest in
the right care and support to help new mums and families bring baby into the world.
The birth of a new baby is a very exciting time but, it can also be a challenging experience, particularly
for first time parents. There is a new life to look after and to take responsibility for; relationships can
come under strain. It is often the health visitor who provides that vital help and support to new families.
Working as an NHS maternity doctor, I have seen first-hand the positive difference that health visitors
can make. Not only do they ensure that baby is healthy, growing and developing well, but they also give
help and advice to mum and dad on parenting skills, breastfeeding and preparing nutritious meals for a
young child.
The work of health visitors is vital in improving the health and life chances of a new born baby and, the
care and support provided to mum, can also help reduce the effects of post natal depression.
Given the huge benefits of health visitors, it may come as a surprise, that four years ago, there were
not enough to properly support each and every new family and baby. So, as a Government Health
minister, it has been a priority for me to ensure that we train more health visitors to help every child to
have the very best start in life. Numbers are now on the rise, with almost 10,000 health visitors working
in England in the last two years; an increase of about 1,800. In parts of Suffolk, numbers have almost
doubled and, continue to rise.
Through my role as a Government minister, it is a great privilege to oversee the growth in the health
visitor workforce and, to bring benefits to so many local families. Every new baby and family in Suffolk
deserves to have the dedicated care and support they need and, I am pleased to be playing my part in
giving our local children the best possible start in life.
I hold regular constituency advice surgeries locally, to help people who have problems. If you think that
I may be able to help you, please contact me on 01728 685148 or, email me via
www.drdanielpoulter.com.
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(John) Patric Standford (Gledhill)
5 February 1939 – 23 April 2014
It was with great sadness that we learned of the sudden death of Patric Standford – Occold resident
and Parish Councillor.
(Following Patric’s passing, your editor was extremely surprised to learn, that this quiet, un-assuming
gentleman, had a wealth of talent at his finger-tips!)
Patric was born in Barnsley, South Yorkshire. His mother died when he was four years old and, with his
father away in the Forces, he was adopted by a local lady and attended Ackworth School in West
Yorkshire, a Quaker boarding school.
As a ten year old, one day he was watching John Barbirolli rehearse the Halle Orchestra in Sheffield. At
one point the famous conductor wandered into the auditorium and perched on a seat next to Patric.
‘Well, how did that sound young man?’ he asked. Patric replied ‘I think it sounded splendid’. To which
Barbirolli stood up and shouted to the orchestra, ‘This young man thinks it sounds fine and, that’s good
enough for me!’
Whilst at school, Patric learned to play the piano and violin. On leaving school, he worked for a solicitor,
before enlisting with the RAF for National Service.
In 1961, he joined the Guildhall School of Music where he studied composition and conducting and, he
was awarded the Royal Philharmonic Society Award in 1962.
A Mendelssohn Scholarship in 1964, enabled him to go to further his studies in Venice.
His first works included the ‘String Quartet’ and a ‘Suite for Small Orchestra’.
He was appointed Professor of Composition at the Guildhall, a post he held from 1969 to 1980 and
then, Head of Music at Bretton Hall College, Leeds University.
Patric married Sarah Blyth Hilton in 1967. Sarah died in 2011, after 44 years of marriage.
In retirement, he taught at Huddersfield University and for several years, was the Chairman of the
Composers Guild of Great Britain and the British Music Information Centre.
As well as classical pieces, Patric arranged music for television theme tunes and, the West End. He
also composed for the jazz group Continuum, as well as for poet and musician Rod McKuen.
Patric is survived by two sons and a daughter.
A cremation has taken place privately – however a service in Patric’s memory, will take place on 19th
July at St Michael’s Church.
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Occold Roll of Honour

This project is a tribute to the 15 men from Occold who died in the Great War and, are
commemorated on the War Memorial.
We are seeking to give a bit more insight into these men rather than just names on a memorial. For
each of the 15, we will document their own lives, their wives if married, their parents and their
grandparents. We will also seek to put them into context within the village of Occold and its people,
places and occupations of the time.
Where possible, we will also publish any photographs which may be relevant.
We will also seek to identify any living descendants in order that they might benefit from what we have
found out if they did not already know, to seek any memories, records, photographs etc. that they might
have and to possibly organise some sort of local Meet 'n Greet at some time in the future.
If you have any information yourself regarding these men or indeed are descendants of any of them, we
would very much like to hear from you – email editor@occold.com
The individual histories of the names below can be downloaded from www.occold.com as and when
they become available and will be published in ORACLE – starting with Frederick ELLIOTT in this issue
Name

Born

Died

Frederick ELLIOTT

1883

3 Jul 1916

George Frederick MULLENGER

1895

12 Oct 1916

Charles Robert MULLENGER

1894

31 Jan 1915

William ROOT

1888

15 Sep 1917

Frank Carter WOODS

18 Nov 1916

Ernest Arthur MILLS

10 Oct 1917

George HAMMOND

1882

16 Jan 1917

James LISTER

1888

2 Apr 1917

William POTTER

1893

1 May 1918

Walter William HUNT

1892

3 May 1917

William BROWN

2 Apr 1917

Nicholas Herbert TODD

1878

7 Oct 1916

Ernest Alfred HADDOCK

1888

6 Oct 1917

James HUNT

1883

15 Jun 1918

Frederick William SMITH

10 Apr 1918
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Private Frederick ELLIOTT
Frederick was born in 1883 in Bedingfield, the son of William ELLIOTT and Laura EVERSON. Siblings
were Emma, Rosa, Charles and Alfred.
In 1891, he was living at The Plash, Bedingfield with his parents. In 1901, he lived at Thorndon Road,
Rishangles and, described his occupation as a ‘teamster’ (horse team driver).
Note: The Plash, Plash Farm, Plash House and Plash Lane are not marked on maps today but, Plash
Lane is the narrow road linking Dublin Road to Bedingfield Church.
In 1906, he married Anna Maria HUNT and they had two children, Frederick Ernest ELLIOTT, born
1907 and Mary ELLIOTT, born 1910 both born in Occold.
In 1911, he was living with his wife and children in Occold and described his occupation as ‘cowman on
farm’.
He enlisted at Eye into the 7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment with Service number 16084, served in France
& Flanders but was Killed In Action on 3 July 1916. He is commemorated at Thiepval Memorial,
Somme, France.
Wife: Anna Maria HUNT
Anna Maria was born 1883 in Occold, the daughter of George HUNT and Mary CHAPMAN. Siblings
were Clara and Walter William, also Killed In Action in 1917.
She had a son George in 1904, it is not possible to identify the father.
But by 1917 she had not only lost her husband but her brother (Walter William) as well.
In 1919, she married Charles SHELDRAKE but he passed away in 1924 in Occold, without them having
any children. She married again in 1927 to Charles PRETTY from Wortham, but he passed away in
1951, again without them having any children.
Strangely, it has not been possible to find a death record for Anna.
Parents: William ELLIOTT and Laura EVERSON
Frederick’s father William was born in 1860 in Monk Soham, to father Alfred ELLIOTT and mother
Frances WARREN. From 1861 to 1891 he lived in Plash Lane, Bedingfield and started work as a farm
boy at age 11 before spending the rest of his life as an agricultural labourer in common with around
90% of males at the time.
In 1883, he married Laura EVERSON probably in Bedingfield. Soon after, he moved to Rishangles
where he worked as an agricultural labourer until his death in 1936, aged 76.
Frederick’s mother Laura was born 1856 in Occold to Elizabeth EVERSON but it is not possible to
identify her father. About age 14, she started work as a general servant to Thomas EVERSON,
blacksmith in Occold. We have not established whether Laura was related to Thomas but, given that he
was born in 1803 in Occold, he could have been her great-uncle. She continued to work as a general
servant until her marriage to William.
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She passed away in 1917, aged 61 rather strangely in Woodbridge, whereas her husband remained
local to Occold. It is pure speculation but a possible reason for this is that immediately after losing her
son Frederick in 1916, she may have had some sort of breakdown and been sent to St Audrey’s
Asylum in Melton, near Woodbridge.
Paternal grandparents: Alfred ELLIOTT and Frances WARREN
Alfred was born in 1825 in Bedfield to Frances ELLIOTT (born 1805 in Monk Soham) – father not
known. In 1841 he was an agricultural labourer in Gislingham but, thereafter moved to Bedingfield
where he spent the rest of his life as an agricultural labourer until his death in 1907. He married
Frances WARREN in 1858 (probably in Bedingfield) and they had 9 children – William, Frederick,
Harriett, Arthur, John, Emma, Minnie, Bessie and Lunna (!)
Frances WARREN was born in 1841 in Thrandeston to parents Charles WARREN (born 1815 in
Southolt) and Elizabeth GRAY (born 1815 in Palgrave). She moved with her parents to Southolt before
1851 and then to Bedingfield where she probably met Alfred. In 1911 following Alfred’s death, she
worked as a charwoman until her death in 1925, probably in Bedingfield.
Maternal grandparents: Unknown FATHER and Elizabeth EVERSON
Elizabeth was born in 1823 in Occold to parents William EVERSON (born 1800 in Occold) and
Charlotte BARHAM (born 1795 in Shelfanger). She lived with her parents in Occold Street, together
with her daughter Laura, but never married thereafter.
She had siblings William, Mary, Mary Ann, Rose, John and Esther.
In 1871, she was a cook and dairymaid to Henry WELLS, farmer at White House Farm, Occold and
then a charwoman from 1881 until her death in 1890, almost certainly in Occold.
Descendant: Son - Frederick Ernest ELLIOTT
Frederick Ernest was just 9 years old when his father was Killed In Action. In 1936, he married Mabel
Kate CATLING (born 1909 possibly in Stradbroke) but they had no children, hence there are no further
descendants to trace.
Mabel died in 1982 and Frederick in 1995, both in this area, but neither were buried in Occold. Of
course, a death certificate for Frederick would reveal the informant and hence might identify an indirect
descendant – but, regrettably we have no funding to support this! And he did not leave a will that might
have told us something!
Descendant: Daughter - Mary ELLIOTT
Tracing descendants coming forward is much more difficult than going back in time. Mary probably got
married, since we cannot find a death in her name, but her name is sufficiently common that we cannot
pin down with any certainty who her spouse might have been.

By - Barry & Pat Woods
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Winners All!
Occold Football Club -

have won the Frames Conservatories, Bury And District Sunday
League, Division 4 title – at the first attempt!

At the beginning of the 2013-2014 season, Chairman Paul Durrant and Vice Chairman Derek
Buckmaster, stepped down from their positions and, Stephen Hunt took over as Chairman. The Club
are extremely grateful for the support of Paul and Derek over the past years.
The start of the season also saw Adam Chittock stepping up to the mark, as Manager and, Reece
Palfrey was once again Captain.
2013-2014 was the first season that Occold had played in the Bury and District Sunday League, having
withdrawn from their previous league.
Several ‘old faces’ came back into the side – including the ‘Hull brothers’ – as well as some new ones Robbie Bulstrode playing in every match!
The team did not lose in any of their 18 league matches – an outstanding achievement! Over the
course of the season they played a total of 27 matches and lost in only 3, making it through to the
Knock Out Cup Final, which was played at Ram Meadow, Bury St Edmunds, in front of an appreciative
crowd of spectators.
They won the Division 4 title by a clear 9 points, from their rivals Great Barton, who had chased them all
the way!
The squad for the season consisted of:Dan Burton, Jamie Phillips, Lee Clements, Reece Palfrey (Captain), Robbie Bulstrode, Dan Hull, Chris
Hull, Robbie Lockwood, Luke Aldridge, Sam Hardwicke, Sam Powell, Matt Lawley, Ryan Currall,
Nathan Mills, Luke Farrell and Carl Alexander.
Chairman
Manager
Secretary

-

Stephen Hunt
Adam Chittock
Nigel Woodhouse

The team play out of Kerrison School and, train on a Thursday evening.
A photograph of the 2013-2014 squad can be found on the back cover of the magazine.
The team kit is sponsored by Debenham Garage.

Congratulations Occold F.C.!
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Who’s Who?
Occold Recreational & Amenities Council (ORAC)
Chairman:
Rob Richardson orac.chairman@occold.com
Vice Chairman: Scott Regan
Secretary:
Martin Shelley orac.secretary@occold.com
Treasurer: (ORACLE , paper bank emptying & hall hire payments):
Di Noller orac.treasurer@occold.com/oracle@occold.com
Hall Bookings/Website: Barry Woods
www.occold.onesuffolk.net

01728 627 916
678 537
678 634
678 198
678 844

Committee members: Lindsay Alexander, Gordon Erhorn, Angela Hall, Linda Jay, Linda St Pier,
Anne Stainsby, Dee Stephenson, Donald Turner and Nigel Woodhouse
Jubilee Baptist Church: Church Secretary: Robert Powell
Youth Club:
Andrew & Dawn Crisp
Friends & Neighbours:
Pauline Harvey
Neighbourhood Watch:

Betsy Self/Brian Hull

01449 774609
678 160
678 764
678 228

Occold Parish Council:
Chair:
Colin Cripps
672 945
Clerk:
Sue Hubner
parishcouncil@occold.com
678 360
Councillors: Kevin Chittock, Michelle Grange, Stephen Hubner, Di Noller, Richard Owen

Occold Pre-School:

Leader: Linda Jay

07790605219

Redlingfield & Occold Women’s Institute:
President: Pam Cripps pammyc@sky.com

672 945

St. Michael & All Angels Church:
Churchwarden: Stephen Hubner, The Beeches, Occold
Churchwarden: Gill Richardson, Moat Farm, Southolt
Flower Guild: Elly Rivett, Coppings, Redlingfield Road, Occold
Village Charities: Trustees: Stephen Hubner 678 360
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678 360
01728 627 916
678 244
678 123
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Organisations and Regular Events
Bellycise & Bollyrobics:

Occold Village Hall Thursdays 7.30pm

Jubilee Baptist Church:

Regular Sunday Services:

AND
Prayer & Bible Study:

at 10.45am

at the Baptist Chapel -

at 6.00pm

Thursdays 7.30pm at the Baptist Chapel

Friends & Neighbours:
Youth Club:

At Occold Village Hall -

on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm at the Chapel

two groups meet on alternate Friday evenings in Occold village hall.
9-11’s: 7.30pm – 9.00pm
12’s+: 7.30pm – 10.00pm

Line Dancing:

Occold Village Hall – Tuesdays 7.30pm

Occold Carpet Bowls Club:

Occold Village Hall – Wednesdays 7.00pm

Occold Crafts/Market:

Occold Village Hall – last Saturday of month 9.30am

Occold Lunch Club:

Occold Village Hall – alternate Mondays 12.30pm

Occold Parish Council:

Occold Village Hall – usually 2nd Monday of month 8.00pm

Occold Pre-School: (School Term time only) 5 days a week and lunch clubs in Occold
Village Hall for children from 2 - 5 years. (See advertisement for details)

Over ‘50’s Stretch & Tone:

Occold Village Hall – Thursdays 11.00am

Redlingfield & Occold Women’s Institute: Occold village hall
1st Wednesday of month 7.45pm (except January when it’s the 2nd Wednesday)

St Michael & All Angels: meet on most Sundays of the year at 9:30am for Morning
Prayer or Eucharist or, at 6.30pm for Evensong. Service details can be found on the Church
Notice Board, in the Eye Magazine or, on the Occold web site.

St Michael’s Flower Guild:

Meets at 7.30pm on third Wednesday of each month

Watercolour Painting Classes: Occold Village Hall – fortnightly Thursdays 1.00pm
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BBC One wants your interesting home!
BBC One are looking for people who live in interesting homes across Suffolk and, would be happy to try
a home swap holiday for a new TV series. Do you live in an interesting home you’d be happy to swap
with someone elsewhere in the UK for a short break? It could be anything from a charming cottage, an
interesting conversion, to a modern open plan apartment! IF SO, THEN GET IN TOUCH NOW! For an
application form please email homeswapholidays@bbc.co.uk with your contact details.

A big thank you to those who have kindly left donations at Thorndon Church for the Waveney
Foodbank. An amazing 120.8kg of food has been collected from the Thorndon donation point since it
was established last November. The food has been distributed at collection points in the local area and
very gratefully received by both individuals and families in need. For further details go to Waveney
Foodbank or contact Karyn Wilkes 678097.

In case you haven’t seen it before - here is the Occold Circular Walk

A timely reminder please – that if you are out walking in our countryside – please ensure that
you do stay on the permitted footpaths - otherwise you could be standing on the farmers’ newly
planted crops!!
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HLS ADS.
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